
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



522 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY [Vol. XXXVI 

Mr. Gibbons should not have allowed " Italib ford da se!" (p. 65) 
to escape his proofreading, nor have marred the text with a number 
of slang expressions like "get in wrong" (p. 86), "sat hard on" 
(p. 109), "be in on it" (p. 195), "been let in by" (p. 248), "de- 
livering the goods" (p. 318), "raising a row" (p. 356). It is u 
mistake to think that such phrases enliven the narrative. 

D. S. Muzzey. 

Abraham Lincoln — Man of God. By JOHN WESLEY HlLL. 
New York, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1920.— xxv, 416 pp. 

" A book has long been needed ... to convince the most incred- 
ulous that Abraham Lincoln . . . was. as sincere in his religious 
faith as Robert E. Lee and William E. Gladstone ", writes President 
Harding in an introduction to Chancellor Hill's attempt to prove 
this to have been the case. General Wood also contributes an ap- 
proving foreword to the volume. Eminent civil and military author- 
ities having spoken, presumably, the question is settled. 

This book might appeal to " the uncritical, the ill-informed and 
the prejudiced ". For only the uncritical could consider Lincoln's 
appointment of Simon Cameron to his cabinet as partial evidence 
that Lincoln constructed his administration " upon the principles of 
the Christian religion " and conducted it " in the spirit of obedience 
to God's word ". And only the ill-informed, unaware that the wily 
Seward suggested the closing of Lincoln's first inaugural could ap- 
prove : " Who, bom of woman, has ever revealed the wonderful 
patience and fraternal love that Lincoln evinced ... in the closing 
words of his inaugural address." And none but the prejudiced 
could sanction Hill's description of the "hedging" Republican 
platform of 1860. " The fact is, Abraham Lincoln was making for 
himself ... a party whose sole platform was truth, justice, right- 
eousness, God." Although these and numerous other assertions of 
similar quality may seem apropos in political and military arenas, 
they fail to meet the demands of historical truth. 

The Chancellor condemns those who did not continually applaud 
Lincoln. Thus : " Lord John Russell used his influence at all times 
to promote schemes of intervention, ostensibly in the name of peace, 
but really to assure the division of the American Republic into two 
hostile governments " and " to them [Russell, Gladstone and others] 
the supply of cotton was more important than the life of a great 
nation cherishing similar institutions and traditions ". Even though 
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abolition of slavery by the sword was not in accord with English 
traditions, even though English statesmen had engineered, without 
bloodshed, a purchase of the slaves within the British Empire in 
1833, Chancellor Hill can discover no honorable basis for any Eng- 
lish statesman's disapproval of Lincoln's blood-and-iron method of 
emancipation. 

The author's treatment of compensated emancipation is thoroughly 
characteristic. He reasons as though Lincoln had the cash in hand 
and made a definite offer to buy the slaves, but Heaven ordained a 
drop drawn by the sword for every drop drawn by the lash as the 
just scale for compensation. Yet the Chancellor makes no attempt 
to figure out why over three times as many drops of northern as of 
southern blood were drawn during the Civil War. A believer might 
logically conclude that God willed the northerners to pay in blood 
what they refused to pay in coin. 

However, the object of the book is to prove Lincoln's religious 
faith as sincere as that of Gladstone and Lee. Gladstone and Lee 
were not " forced " to their knees because they had nowhere else to 
go. Why argue this point under such circumstances? 

Mary Scrugham. 
Carson City, Nevada. 

A Guildsman's Interpretation of History. By ARTHUR J. 
Penty. New York, The Sunrise Turn, Inc., 1920. — 327 pp. 

This new volume by one of the most enthusiastic of the National 
Guildsmen is, as its title implies, rather a confession of faith than 
an attempt to write objective history. Starting with the firm convic- 
tion that the ideal, and indeed the only truly possible, society is one 
based upon some form of communal relationship, and feeling keen 
resentment against the present social and economic organization, the 
author proceeds to review the past to learn when such a society as 
that for which he yearns may have existed. To search the pages of 
history for texts by which to prove an hypothesis is always a risky 
proceeding and with Mr. Penty it becomes acutely so since much 
emotion goes into his work. 

The book is replete with sweeping generalizations based upon a 
substructure of fact quite inadequate to carry the theories which the 
author endeavors to establish. History is not so simple as he would 
make it. In his view, the root of our present economic ills lies in 
the introduction of currency about 700 B. C. and the resultant de- 



